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EOTAL ITALIAN OPERA. 

The rivalry between the two Opera Houses has been 
vigorously displayed during the past month, the same 
opera having been announced at each establishment on 
the same evening on more than one occasion. Signor 
Mario, who with the limited resources now at his com- 
mand, still retains the post of first tenor, has been 
prevented from singing both in Faust and the Huguenots, 
and the loss has of course been much felt in the casting 
of the operas. Signor Fancelli has proved, by his per- 
formance of Edgardo, in Lucia, that he is possessed of an 
agreeable voice ; and although somewhat deficient in 
physical power, his style will always recommend him to 
public favour. We hope shortly to have something of 
importance to comment upon at this house. Meanwhile 
it can only be recorded that Madlle. Patti and Madlle. 
Lucca have appeared in some of their best parts, to the 
great pleasure of the subscribers and the public. 



THE SONS OF THE CLERGY. 

The 214th Anniversary Festival of the SonB of the 
Clergy was celebrated on the 13th ult, under the dome 
of St. Paul's Cathedi'al. The choristers were selected 
from Her Majesty's Chapels Royal, St. Paul's, West- 
minster Abbey, St. George's Chapel, Windsor, &c, num- 
bering about 200 voices. We should the more regret that 
the choral service included no composition from the 
talented organist Mr. Goss, had not so judicious a selection 
been made from the works of Mr. Henry Smart and Dr. 
S. S. Wesley, two of the foremost names amongst the 
modern writers for the Church. Mr. Smart's Service in 
F, from which the Canticles were taken, is one of the 
finest specimens of truly religious music, unfettered by 
dry and pedantic conventionalisms, with which we are 
acquainted ; and we are glad to find that the merits of 
this able and conscientious composer are beginning to be 
fairly acknowledged, even at a Festival where for so many 
years conservatism in sacred music reigned triumphant. 
The fine anthem " Ascribe unto the Lord," by Dr. Wesley, 
we have already noticed on its performance at Gloucester 
and Hereford ; and have only to repeat that for grandeur 
of conception and boldness of design it stands amongst 
the very best of its accomplished composer's works. After 
the third Collect, Mendelssohn's Anthem, " Judge me, (1 
God," was given ; and after the Sermon, Dr. Croft's Anthem, 
" Cry aloud and shout." The execution of these works 
was by no means above reproach ; but the effect was 
nevertheless exceedingly fine; and acknowledging the 
difficulty of combining all these choirs at one place and 
time for a large number of rehearsals, the performance 
was highly creditable to all concerned. The vocalists 
were under the direction of Mr. Winn, who proved him- 
self on the occasion a most efficient successor to the late 
Mr. Henry Buckland, who was for so many years associated 
with these Festivals. The Prayers were intoned by the 
Eev. J. H. Coward, M.A., and the Lessons read by the 
Rev. B. M. Cowie. When we say that Mr. Goss was 
Organist (assisted by Mr. George Cooper) it may be 
imagined how efficiently the duties of this responsible 
office were fulfilled. The collection at St. Paul's was 
£115 ; and at the dinner, which took place after the service 
at Merchant Taylors' Hall, £925. 



The immense number of Pianoforte Eecitals 

now given in the London season do not appear in the 
slightest degree to diminish the attraction of Mr. Walter 
Macfarren's annual series, the first of which took place 
before a highly appreciative audience at the Hanover 
Square Rooms on the 2nd ult. Bach's Preludes and 
Fugues in B flat minor and major, Beethoven's Sonata in 
E flat (Op. 12), for pianoforte and violin, Schumann's 
"Fantasiestilcke" (Op. 12;, &c, besides several of the 
Concert-giver's own compositions, formed a highly 
attractive programme of instrumental music, all of which 
pieces were given with that cultivated taste and fluency 



of execution which are' Mr. Macfarren's special character- 
istics. From the latter pieces we must select for com- 
mendation an elegant Romance called " Mariana," which 
has a beauiiful cantabile theme, and is treated with a 
graceful simplicity in true keeping with the nature of the 
subject. A Galop and Tarantella are also favourable 
specimens of the composer's light and vivacious writing ; 
and will be found useful both as studies and pieces, the 
Tarantella, especially, being full of effect, without the 
drawback of immoderate difficulty. We must not omit 
to mention that in Mendelssohn's pianoforte duet, 
(Andante and variations in B flat), Mr. Macfarren was most 
ably assisted by Miss Emma Buer; and that Mr. Henry 
Holmes proved himself throughout the Concert a, 
violinist of the highest order. At the second Recital on 
the 23rd ult., an equally classical selection was given. 
Amongst the most prominent pieces were Mozart's Solo 
Sonata in A minor, Beethoven's Sonata in C minor (Op. 
90), for pianoforte and violin, a selection from Professor 
Bennett's ,; Suites de Pieces," and Mendelssohn's pianoforte 
duet, "Allegro Brillante" (Op. 92), in which Mr. Mac- 
farren was joined by his pupil Miss Linda Scates, a young 
pianist whose truly refined and classical playing does equal 
honour to her master and to the Royal Academy of Music, 
in which Institution she holds a scholarship. Both players 
were recalled after their performance, and received the 
congratulations of the audience, to which they were justly 
entitled. In Mr. Macfarren's four Romances, for piano- 
forte and violin, the composer was joined by Mr. Henry 
Holmes, whose playing was instinct with musicianlike 
feeling throughout Of these four works No. 1," Serenade," 
and No. 3, " Canzonet," were encored. Mr. Macfarren 
also played three of his own pieces, which were most 
favourably received, especially one entitled " Chanson 
d' Amour," which was performed for the first time, and is, 
we think destined to become popular. At the third 
Recital, on the 6th inst., Mr. Macfarren will play the 8th 
book of Mendelssohn's Lieder ohne Worte. 

A Conoeet was given at St. Mark's Schools, 
Rawston Street, Goswell Road, on Tuesday evening, the 
5th ult., by the following ladies and gentlemen : — Miss 
Carpenter, Miss Edwards, Miss Merry weather, the Rev. 
W. H. Hyde, Mr. A. C. Hunter, Mr. R. Weekes, and 
Mons. F. Duboc. The programme was above the average 
of an amateur concert ; and the several pieces were received 
with the utmost favour. The pianoforte and violin duets 
were well rendered, and the violin playing of Mons. Duboc 
was highly creditable. Miss Carpenter's accompaniments, 
both to the violin and songs,, were marked by good taste 
and judgment. 

A Lectttre was delivered by Mr. Andrew 
Ashcroft on " English Church Music," on the 30th April, 
at St. Paul's Church, Burdett Road, E., in aid of the fund 
for the restoration of the west window. The Lecturer 
traced, as fully as time would permit, the history of our 
cathedral music from its early stages to its present posi- 
tion; illustrating each period with Anthems, &c, by 
different composers. The illustrations were given by the 
Ashcroft-Evans Tonic Sol-fa Choir, of Stepney Meeting, 
assisted by an amateur quartette of strings and har- 
monium. 



Miss Mabian Bueis (pupil of Mr. "W. G-. 
Cusins), gave an Evening Concert at the Beethoven 
Rooms on the 22nd ult. , when she played a well chosen 
selection of pianoforte music, displaying throughout her 
performance so much real artistic power and intellectual 
conception of the author as to lead us to hope that she 
may one day take a high rank in the profession. Besides 
the Trio in C minor, of Beethoven (Op. 1), for pianoforte, 
violin, and violoncello (in which she was joined by Herr 
Straus and Mons. Paque) Miss Buels introduced some 
of her own compositions, all of which were received with 
much favour. The vocalists were Miss Robertine Henderson, 
Miss Fanny Holland, Madlle. Mela, and Mr. Renwick. 
Mr. Zerbini and Mr. N. Mori were the conductors. 



